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Tue PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4:30 o'clock, p.m.

PrAYEERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the CoruniaL SECRETARY: Tenth
Progress Report of Royal Commission on
the Public Service. By-laws of the
Cubulling Roads Board.

Ordered, to lie' on the table.

EVIDENCE ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
Introduced by Hown, M. L. Moss
(Miniater), and read a first time.

SITTING DAYS, EXTENSION.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved—

That for the remainder of the session the
House shall meet for the despatch of business
on Mondays and Fridays at 4-30 p.m., and
shall sit until 6'30 p.m., and if necessary from
7-30 p.m. onwards.

[COUNCIL.]

Pace
3 .

- days' delay.

This was the usnal procedure adopted at

the end of the session.
to be unduly prolonged.

MempER: When was it done in the
Council before ?

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
understood, from conversations with
several members of the House, that this
had been dove on several occasions,

Tee Presipent: Not only had the
House sat on Fridays, but on several
occasions on Saturdays also.

Sessions appeared

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: It -

always seemed a struggle for Parliament
to prorogue before Cbristmas. He would
use the extra time as grudgingly as

possible, and would make the additional

Bills.

hours as few as possible. It was neces-
sary for us to have the power to sit
on extra days, because another branch of
the Legislature was doing the same. - If
work was ready to come down to us from
another House, we should be here to
receive i, or it might result in several
He hoped it would not be
necessary to sit to-morrow. If he found
there would be no work coming forward
from another House, he would not ask
membere to eit until Monday next. The
Council's business was so up to date that
we would not require very long sittings
on the extra days.

How. J. W, Hackerr:
the Estimates be down ?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
gretted there were so many divergent
circumstances relating to the passing of
the Estimates in another place that he
could not give anything but a most ap-
proximate guess. He ithought they would.
come down next week, and this was as
close as he conld go, ha.ving due respect
to the wish for accurate information.

Question put and passed.

When would

AUDIT BILL.
ASSEMBLY'S MESSAGE.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY
brought up the report of the Standing
Orders Committee on the Legislative
Assembly’'s Message, and now moved
that the rveport be transmitted as a
Message to the Assembly.

Question passed, and Message trans-
mitted accordingly.

"AGRICULTURAT. LANDS PURCHASE
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and read a first time.

CONSTITUTION ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Read a, third time, and returned to the
Assembly with amendinents.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL (PRIVATE).
Read a third time, on motion hy Hon.

C. SomnERs, and passed.
VICTORIA PARK RATES VALIDATION
BILL.

Read a third time, and passed.
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BEDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS BILL.

(10 DecemBer, 1903.]

" that there is any local authority.

Read 2 third time, and returned to the -

Assembly with amendments.

FREMANTLE TRAMWAYS BILL
(PRIVATE).

BECOND READING.

Hor. R. LAURIE (West), in moving
the second reading, said : This measure
will, I am sure, meot with the approval
of this House. It is a measure “to
empower the municipalities of Fremantle
and Fast Fremantle jointly to construct,
maintain, and work tramwaye within the

" boundaries of the said municipalities, and
to construct and mumintaio works for the
generation and supply of electricity for
motive and lighting purposes within the
same districts.” It is, I am sure, within
the knowledge of many members of this
House that Fremantle has- on more
than one ovcasion made a very earnesten-
deavour to make that town what it should
be, the best port in Western Australia ;
but unfortunately agreements entered into
from time with those over whom muni-
cipalities have no control have fallen
through, and the municipality have now
come to the conclusion that there is only
one course for them to pursue, and that
is to help themselves. For this purpose
they have brought forward a measure to
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In
Committee I will move to strike out the
words “local authority” and insert the
words “ powers of the said municipality.”
Clause 3 stipulates the amount of money

. that may be borrowed. I may say that
* this Bill has been gone into very care-

fully by a committee of aunother place.
‘When the Bill was first drafted a sum of
£150,000 was proposed to be borrowed,
but it bas been found that these works
can be constructed and finished for a sum
of £84,000. It has been found necessary
to  restrict the borrowing powers to
£100,000, and I am sure that this
alteration will he acceptable to the people
of Fremantle. The method of borrowing
is also provided for, and the proportions
to be borrowed by each wmunicipality.
Clauge 6 provides that six-sevenths shall
be raised by the wmunicipality of Fre-
mantle, and one-seventh by the muni-
cipality of East Fremantle.

How. G. RanperL: You do not deal
with Clause 4.

How. R. LAURIE: Clause 4 provides
that—

Any sum go borrowed shall not be taken
into account in estimating the amount which

can be borrowed for other purposes by either
of the said municipalities, and shall not be

. subtracted from ten times the average income

empower them to borrow money and con- .

struct these works. As far back as 1895
and 1896 an agreement was entered into
with a firm to light the town, and very
excellent concessions indeed were granted,
but that agreement lapsed. In 1900
another agreement was entered into with
a large English company to construct
trams and instal light and power in
Fremantle, but unfortunately that agree-
ment, after some three years of expensive
work, lapsed. The measure now before

the House is to empower the municipal- -

ities to comstruct their own works on
power being given by the Legislature to
borrow a sum of £100,000. Power will
then be given to the muiicipality to con-
struct works by which they will be able
to run theirs own trams and provide

electrie light for the town, and also gower ;

to small factories and other works. Clause
2 provides for the local authority to con-
struct tramways. I may say that the
‘marginal reference is somewhat wrong,
because the interpretation does not show

of either of the said municipalities in making
such estimate, notwithstanding the provisions
contained in Section three hundred and sixty-
four of the Municipal Institutiona Act, 1800.
T may say that at the present time Fre-
mantle is in the happy pusition of being
far from the limits of her borrowing
powers, and this money being borrowed
for a special purpose will in no way
interfere with {he borrowing powers for
general purposes as provided for in the
Act.

How. J. W. Hackerr: Would this
carry them over their borrowing power ?

How. R. LAURIE : Considerably; but
it will not in any way interfere with the
borrowing power of the wmunicipality.
Clause 6 provides how the proportion of
the borrowing is to be borne by each
municipality. Clause 7 provides that
each municipality shall strike a special
rate to cover its portion of the liability
and to meet interest and sinking fund on
the amount of the fund for whkich it is
respousible, after deducting its propor-
tion of any profit which may bave been
earned during the preceding year,
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Clause 8 contains a provision as {o deal-
ing with any excess or deficiency in the
rate. Clause 9 provides the incorpora.
tion of certain provisions of the Munici-
pal Ipstitutions Act, and Clause 10 gives
the power to go to the Supreme Court to
appoint an official liquidator in case of
default of payment of principal or in-
terest on the loan. Clause 14 is rather
a bone of contention. It deals with the
constitution of the board of manage-
ment, and states that within pine months
after the commencement of the Act the
construction, carrying out, conirol and
management of the uodertakings shall be
vested in a board called the Fremantle
Municipal Tramways and Electric Light-
ing Board. It farther provides that the
board shall consist of five wembers, and
that the mayor for the time being of Fre-
mantle shall be ez officio a member of the
board, and that four other persons shall
be elected as hereinafter provided. Clause
15 provides who shall be eligible as mem-
bers of the board, and clause 17 states
that the board shall assume management
of the undertakings prior to the starting
of work, Clause 19 deals with the ap-
plication of moneys received by the
board from the municipalities,

Hox. G. Rawprrr: How will this
affect the present debenture holders ?

Hon. M. L. Moss: They will take
priority.

Howx. R. LAURIE : The rates struck
at present will provide for the present
debenture holders who will tuke priority.
Even if the Act did affect the present
debenture holders it wonld only mean an
increage of 81d. on the rate, provided
there was no return from the tramways.

Hoxn. G. RanpeLL: I only wanted to
know whether they would rank equally
or in priority over the tramway debenture
holders.

How. B. LAURIE: I should think
there would be no doubt on that point.
The present debenture holders will have
priority. Clause 20 deals with the pre-
paration of tramway electoral lists or
rolls, Clause 21 provides how the roll
should be revised. Clause 22 provides
how the members of the board shall be
elected, and T think that members will
agree with me that property owners have
their inferests well looked after. Clause
23 provides the mode of election of the
first members of the board. The clause

[COUNCIL.]
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reads :—* The first election of four mewm-
bers to serve on the board should be
conducted in all respects on the day or
days appointed by the respective mayors
as if it were an election of mayor or
anditors of each of the said municipal-
ities, under the provisions contained in
the Municipal Institutions Act 1900, pro-
vided as follows:—(a.) Every person
whose name is inscribed on the tramways
electoral roll {frecholders of Fremantle)
shall be entitled to vote for one candidate,
and every person whose name is on the
tramways electoral poll (oceupiers of Fre-
mantle) shall be entitled to vote for one
candidate.” That is to say, the property
owners ‘will have ore nominee and the
occupiers will have another, both in Fre-
mantle and in East Fremantle. This
entirely protects the property owner. It
has been said that if the whole of the
votes were on the mayor's roll, it would
mean that the occupiers would simply
be able to swamp the board with their
nominees, and that consequently the
owners of the property who might
at some future time (which T am certain
will pot take place) lLiave to carry the
burden, because the occupiers may remove
from Fremantle at any time, would not
have nominees on the board. I think
the property owner by Clause 23 is very
well protected indeed. By Clause 25 it
is provided that members first elected
shall hold office 1ill December, 1906,
Clause 26 has been left in the Bill owing
to inadverience, and T will move fo
strike it out in Committee. In Clause
27 the wording of the marginal reference
will have to be shightly altered. This
clause provides for the election of
members to take the place of retiring
members. Clause 28 provides for the
election of chairman, stipulating that the
chairman shall be elected each year.
Clause 29 provides for the remuneration
of members of the board and that the
remuneration of the chairman shall be a
sumn not exceeding £200 a year, and that
each member shall receive a sum not
exceeding £150 in each year. For the
first year there will be vermlittle work to
do, and it is not expected that the fees
paid will amount to anything like the
sums provided for. Clause 30 provides
for the disgualification of members of the
board. Ezxception may be taken to para--
graph (¢), which provides that a member
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shall be ineligible if be be absent from
meetings of the board for six weeks con-
secutively without permission of the
board. It has been suggested that this
allows too wide a margin. In Committee
I will move tbat the paragraph read, = if
he be absent from three consecutive board
meetings.” A member of the board shounld
not stay away from mectings for six
weeks, and then by attending a meeting
be allowed to stay away another six
weeks, and I think my suggested altera-
tion would be the best course to
adopt. Clause 31 provides for the
fillling of extraordinary vacancies, and
the following clunses are all machinery
clauses. There is a slight inistake
in Clause 38, a typographical error which
can be corrected. The word “affix”
ghould read “fix.” I think I have said
sufficient to commend the mmeasure to
hon. members, and I am sure that
nothing I may say would be of any avail
after the exhaustive wanper in which
the Bill has been gone into by a select
committee in another place. ‘The people

[10 Drceseer, 1903.]

of Fremantle should be allowed, under '

proper guidance of Parliament, to con-
struct and maintain their own trams and
light. They have endeavoured since
1895 right up to the middle of this year
to bring about the establishment of
tramways and electric hghting in their
town. If the ratepayers of Fremantle

are prepared to take the risk—and I am :

salisfied there is no risk---they are simply
doing their duty, not oanly to themselves
but to the country that has speot a
million and a half sterlieg in opening up
the harbour. It is only right the rate-

payers should of therr own will be !
allowed to construct trams and maintain |

lighting, so that people who visit the
town, if only for a few hours, can go
away with the idea that the citizens of
the town are prepared to see the work
comwenced by the State properly finished.
¥ am satisfied that the Bill will be but
slightly altered in committee.

Hon. G. RanpeLL: Is the casting
vote of the chairman provided for ¥

Hox. R. LAURIE: Tt is provided
that there sball be four elected members,
and that the Mayor of Fremantle shall
be ex officio a member of the board, so
that the matter of a casting vote scarcely
arises. I am satisfied that if this Bill
becomes law, and I trust it will, it will
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not only be of advantage to the town of
Fremantle, but of great advantage to
this part of Western Australia, for it will
give visitors a good impression of the
first port of call in Australia.

How. M. L. MOSS (Minister): I will
not detain the House more than a few
momenis. I merely rise to say that this
Bill has my cordial support, and that I
certainly trust it will become law; butso
far as this Chamber is concerned, I do not
anticipate we will have any difficulty in
that desirable object being brought about,
I am certain that the absence of a trmn-
way system in Fremantle has been a very
serwous drawback to the settlement of the
outlying portions of the town for a long
time past. We have only to look at the
city of Perth and to remember what the
outskirta of the city were prior to the
inauguration of tramways, to sec how
much a system of tramways has assisted
mn the development of Perth. I have no
hesitation in saying that the same trans-
formation will come about in Fremantle
by the establishment. of & tramway system
in that town, Thuge of us living in Fre-
mantle know well that for a considerable
time pasé we have lost a large proportion of
our population, Peoplehave found itmore
convenient to reside al Cottesloe Beach
and at Coftesloe than about Fremantle,
in consequence of the dificulty experi-
enced in getiing to the outlying porfions
of the town. It is a matter for great
regret, I think, that the efforts made in
the past to get a tramway system for
Fremantle have not been attended with
success, and indeed the last experience
of the town hus been a very sorry one,
because the negotiations with the company
that had the concession simply landed
the town in a delay of two or three years,
which would not have oucurred had steps
been taken to municipalise those works
in the way this Bill enacts. I believe
that these tramways and lighting rights
will be a good paying concern, and that
even from the start, ut any rate, they
will pay sufficiently well to provide
interest and sinking fund, and leave =
congiderable profit. I do not know
whether the members of the House have
had an opportunity of perusing the very
excellent report made by some experts
invited to Fremantle for the purpose of
exawmining this question in all its aspects,
but it i certainly a very able report, and
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I think that those who are interested in '
Fremantle may rest perfectly contented
that these works will be undertaken, and |
that there will be no necessity to use the |
power contained in the Bill to strike a |
special rate to make up any deficiency |
likely to arise from the working of these
tramways and electric light. Of course
it has become necessary in a Bill to insert
a provision that, in cuse the eainings do
not provide sufficient to pay interest and
sinking fund, resort will have to be had
to the striking of a rate to make up the
deficiency. But I think, after having
carefully considered the matter and read
the report, those interested in Fremantle
need have no fear in that direction.

Hon. G. RaxpeErn: Would they be
able to strike a rate under the present
Municipal Act?

Hon. M. L. MOSS: That is doubtful;
but this Bill provides in Clause 7 that :—

‘Whenever any money has been ao borrowed i
by the said municipalities, and so long as any ‘
|
|
I
I

portion thereof remains unpaid, each of the
said muniecipalities shall, in every year, atrike
such & special rate as the couneil of the muni-
cipality deems necessary to meet the interest
and sinking fund on the amount of the loan
for which it is responsible, after deducting its
proportion of any profit which may have been
earned during the preceding year as a result
of the working of the undertakings.

There is provision to deal with the ques-
tion of providing any special rate.

How. G. Rawpers: That overrides
the principal Act, does it?

Hon. M. L. MOSS: Yes. My main
reason for rising is that the Mayor of
East Fremantle, who has been taking a
very energetic part in connection with
this scheme, thinks that the provision
contained with reference to the constitu-
tion of this bourd, or the election of this
board, operates nofairly in the case of
East Fremantle, and I propose, with a
view of testing the feeling of the House,
to move an amendment when we get to
Clause 20 in Committee, having for its
object the carrying out of the ideas of the
Mayor of East Fremantle; but T hopa
the House will be against me in regard to
that, and that the measure will pass even
in its present form, becanse I think it
will be quite a calamity as far as Fre-
mantle 1s concerned if we delay the
construction of this very necessary work
for any farther lengtheped time. The
Mayor of East Fremantle has pointed |

[COUNCIL.)
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out to me that there are in East Fre.
mautle 990 owners of properiy and 310
occupiers who are not owners. Sixty-nine
per cent. of the persons are owners of
property and they will elect one member
under this Bill, while 31 per cent. are
occupiers and they also will elect one
member. He appears to think that is
unfair, and it seems to be the opinion
held by a large number of people in Fre-
mantle who have interested themselves
in these works. They think that in the
case of East Fremantle one member of
the board should be elected by the ownera
of property and the other by those who
are both owners and occupiers. I shall
move an amendment when we get fo
Clause 20 with the object of seeing if
that can be brought about. With that
exception, I am prepared to support this
Bill to the very utmost, and 1 hope the
Houge will be unanimous iu passing the

. messure into law, becanse I believe Fre-

mantle is suffering very considerably
from the want of these powers.

Hown. C. E. Demrsrer: How will you
find room down High Street ?

Hox. M. L. MOSS: It is only a single
line, and there will be plenty of room.
High Street is not muoch narrower than
Hay Street.

TeeCOLONIALSECRETARY (Hon.
W. Kingsmill) : T rise principally for the
purpose of stating I desire to support this
Bill, and I wish to congratalate the
members who represent the West Pro-
vince apon the necessity for the introdue-
tion of such u measure here. It is
abundant evidence of the prosperity of
Fremantle, which I feel will be greatly
added to by the measure before the
Chamber. At the same time it is my
intention to move a slight amendment in
the direction of protecting other muni-
cipalities adjoining Fremantle, an amend-
ment which I think shonld exist in every
Tramways Act where other municipalt-
ties are likely to start tram services of
their own. The amendment I desire to
move, which T propose to put in the form
of o new clause, and a copy of which I
will give to Captain Laurie, reads as fol-
lows:—

If at any time hereafter tramways are con-
structed by tke council of any municipality
adjoining the said municipalities, or either of
them, or by the council of the muanicipality of
North Fremantle (which shall be deemed an
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adjoining municipality), such tramways may
be connected with, and the carriages of the
council of any such adjoining municipality
may be run upon the tramways authorised by
this Act on such terms and conditions es may
be agreed upon between the said municipalities
or the bonrd, and the council of any such
adjoining municipality, or, in case of disagree-
meant, a8 may be determined by the Minister
for Works.

I think there can be no objection to that
clause, as it ensures a connection of any
tramways that may spring up outside
the bounds of the area affected by this
Bill with the tramways which this Bill
authorises. That in my opinion is a very
desirable thing, and is a sufficient pro-
tection to the inhabitants adjoining the
manicipalities affected by the Bill. Mem-
bers will see that the terms and condi-
tions are to be agreed upon between the
said municipalities or the board created
under this Bill, and the council of the
adjoining municipality, or in case of
disagreement the Minister, has to adjust
the terms in such a way as seems to him
in his discretion to suit the wishes of the
two conflicting parties. I hope there
will be no objection to this clause, which
1 consider a valuable one, and which, as
I have already said, should in wny opinion
exist in all tramway Bills for the con-
venience of the municipalities themselves,
and of the travelling public. T beg to
support the second reading.

How. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan) :
I cannot discover a clause which affects
the telegraph and telephene wires. That
is a provision which has been inserted in
all these things in recent years, and I
hope the Colonial Secretary will keep a
lookout, in that respect. It is highly
neceseary that telephone and telegraph
wires should as far as possible be pro-
tected, and at the cost of the persons
constructing the tramlioe and erecting
these poles and so forth for that purpose.
I hope that if the Bill is passed, and T
presume it will be, that it will come up
to the expectations of the promoters, and
be the means of largely influencing in a
right direction the interests of Fremantle.

How. W. T. LOTON (East) : I desire
to congratulate, I suppose I may say, the
ratepayers of Fremantle on the courage
they have displayed with regard to this
projeet, which I trust will prove a
financial success. However successful it
may be, it is probable that in its early

[10 Decruser, 1908.]
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stages, perhaps the first year or two, or
probably longer, there may be some de-
ficiency. T should say at all events there
is bound to be a deficiency in the first
vear, because they have to borrow the
money and go on with the works and get
them into working order before there will
be any receipts whatever. Perhaps the
hon. member opposite would devote his
attention to Clause 7, with regard to
striking a rate. {Clause read.] It seems
that under this clause they may go
on working this practically for a year,
and find that at the end of the year they
are deficient, and there has been no rate
struck to meet the deficiency. Apparently
an alteration will be necessary in that
elause, so that the Council shall be able
to strike a rate in the first instance in
order that they may be prepared to pay
whatever deficiency there may be. I
think Captain Laarie will see it would
not be a desirable position for the
muuicipality of Fremantle to find after

. the system bad been running six or nine

months that there was a deficiency, and
that no rate had been struck. How
would they pay the amount ? According
to this clause they may apparently go on
working, and not strike a rate until the
succeeding year. Surely it is necessary
to provide in the first instance for pay-
ment of interest and sinking fund in
addition to working expenses, for they
would not be justified in making use of
the money available from rates levied for
other purposes.

Hon. M. L. Moss: You mean that the
time may have gone past in which you
could strike a rate under the Municipal
Act? :

Hox. W. T. LOTON : Precisely so.

How. M. L. Moss: It seems to ine
very deficient in that respect.

Hon. W. T. LOTON: Thatis what I
call attention to. [Interjection]. I am
sorry to hear any member of this Houge
suggest that a body would pay interest
and sinking fund out of their ordinary
rates. I believe its principles are of a
muchk higher standard thun that, other-
wise I should be strongly disinclined to
support the second reading of this Bill.
I huve nothing more to say in the matter.
I hope the venture will be successful, but
if there iz any failure in the first stages

" trouble may be looked for, and I trust

the board will be protected and fore-
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armed in relation to paying any sum that
may fall due which is not available from
profits. At the same time my humble
opinion is that in the early stages there
will be a deficiency of income from the
working of the system, and that it will
be necessary to fall upon the rates.

How. E. M. CLARKE (North-West) :
I wdmire Fremaotle for taking these
things into its own hands, and I congratu-
late it on the venture; but koowing
gomething about ratable mwatters [ take
it that Mr. Loton has sounded a note of
warning whick it will be well for any
municipality to bear in mind, that
is that it is desirable to make pro-
vision for any deficiency thut way occnr.
Of course it goes without saying that if
there is no deficiency tbe money will not
be wanted; but it would be far better if

the municipality would be prepared to-

levy a rate straight away, for it would be
a welcome piece of news to ratepayers
that, after running some time, the system
would pay all expenses and no farther
rate would be required. It goes on the
principle that we can very easily reduce a
rate, but that there is always considerable
opposition to any increase in a rate. I
think the note of warning sounded by
Mr. Loton is well worthy of the con-
sideration of the Fremantle municipality,
but I congratulate Fremantle on the
venture and hope it will be a snceess,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

TRAMWAYS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
BECOND READING.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. W. Kingsmill), in woving the
second reading, said: This little Bill is
one which has been brought in to amend
the provisions of the Tramways Act of
1885, the general Act preserbing the
canditions under which tramways may he
built and the necessity for bringing in
gpecial Acts for each tramway under
which all the tramways in this State are
run. The necessity for bringing in this
Bill arises at present from the fact that
the Perth Electric Tramways Company
have found it necessary, I am very glad
indeed to say, to duplicate the line which
runs to Subiaco. They wish to do this
at the earliest possible moment, but they
found upon looking intp the law upon

Bill, second reading.

the matter that, for this purpose, it was
necessary to bring in a new Aci, By
Clause 14 of the Tramways Act, 1885, the
Minister is allowed from time to time to
revoke, amend, extend, or vary a pro-
visional order by a farther provigional
order ; but unfortunately by Clause 15 the
life of the provisional order is limited to
a period of two years. More than two
years bave elapsed since, the provisional
order was obtained by the Perth Tram-
wayvs Company, and it was therefore neces-
sary to get a special Act for this purpose.
It seemed to the Government that this
might be almost looked upon as aflaw in
the general Tramways Act, and in order
to make things easier for the owners of
tramways, it is proposed to bring in a
provigsion, which hon. membera will see in
Clause 2, whereby the promoter may
substitute double lines for single lines,
to which I do not think hon, members
will object, and make sidings and loops
with the cousent of the local authority,
which again is good.  All the plans and
the works entered into by the promoter
have te be submitted for inspection to
the Minister for Works, and the work
must be carried out and finished to the
entire satisfaction of the local authority,
and their engineer and the Minister for
Works. o hon. members will see that
the interests of the local authority, and
the interests of the State generally, are
safeguarded .by the provisions which
appear in this Bill. Clanse 5 provides
that the new works, which are constructed
under the authority of this Actand which
are confined, as members will see, to
loops, sidings, and duplications, shall be
deemed part of the original works autho-
rised under the provisional orders re-
lating to the tramways, or which such
alterations are to be effected. 1 am
informed by the representative of the
local anthority principally affected by
this Bill—the Subiaco Municipal Couneil
—that the Bill is of the utmost import-
ance, that it should go through as quickly
as possible, and that every hour is an
object, because the Tramway Company
wish, if possible, though it will be a great
strain on their resources, to get the dupli-
cate line down before the first of the year
in order to eope with the heavy traffc
that may be expected at that period. I
propose to move that the Standing Orders
be suspended in regard to this Bill, so
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that the Bill may pass through all stages
at one sitting. I think that the Bill is a
tribute to the prosperity of Perth and
suburbs, and I am very glad that the
company has found it necessary to move
in the direction indicated. I feel sure
that no hon, member will place any
obatacle in the way of the company
carrying out the work as quickly as may

Question puat and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

Standing Orders suspended.

Bill read a third time, and passed.

KALGOORLIE ROADS BOARD LICENSE
VALIDATION BILL.

SECOND READING.

How. J.D. CONOLLY (North East),
in moving the second reading, said: It
will not be necessary to detain the House
many minvtes. On the 29th of May of
last year an agreement was entered into
between the Kalgoorlie Roads Board und
Kalgoorlie Electric Power and Lighting
Corporation, TLitd.,, whereby {he roads
board agreed to allow the company to
erect poles and cables in the ordinary
way to convey their current through the
district's roads. At that time the board
thought they had the power under the
Road Act which a municipal council has
under the Municipal Institutions Act,
to give the tramway company the neces-
sary permission to erect these poles and
cables. 1t was found, however, later on
that under the Roads Act no such power
existed, and this short Act is simply to
validate that agreement which is con-
tained in the schedule of this Bill. I
move that the Bill be read a second fime.

Hown. C. A. PIESSE: Have they no
authority under the Roads Act fo grant
this power ?

(10 Deceuger, 1903.1

Hoxn. J. D. ConvorLy : No.

Hon. T. F. O. BRIMAGE (South):
I have very much pleasure in supporting
this Bill, and I think Mr. Connolly has
explained the matter fully. Permission
was granted by the roads board to this
company to carry cables to the various ,
mines in the district. It has been found ,
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by some of the mines that electricity is
cheaper thau steam power, and many of

"them are using this power for the pur-

pose of driving their machinery and
winding plants. The roads board evi-
dently overlooked the fact that it had
acted illegally, and this Act will validate
their past action.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Pasged through Committes without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

MINING BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Resumed from the previous sitting.

Clause 3—Interpretation :

Hon. Z, LANE moved that in the
definition of *Crown Land” the words
“or any land held under any tenure
established under this Act™ be inserted
after “ granted,” in line 4.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY:
With regard {0 the amendments of
which notice had been given, he had con-
sulted the Crown Law Department and
the Mines Department, and he would not
be speaking for himself but would he
expressing the views of thoge depart-
ments.  As to this particulur amendment,
he was advised it could not be agreed to
for two reasons. In the first place it
wag unnecessary, and in the second pluce
it would prevent any mining from taking
place on homestead leases. One essence
of the contract with regard to homestead
leases was that there should be liberty to
mine upon them, and it would be danger-
ous to grant homestead leases under any
other conditions. If the amendment were
passed we should be face to face with the
problem whether we shouid abandon
homestead leases. He did not think we
should abandon holdings which had
turned out so well as homesteads on the
mineral leases of this State had.

Amendment negatived.

How. 4. LANE moved that the words
“ on the surface ” be added to the defini-
tion of " dam.”

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY said
he did not think it mattered much
whether the amendment was passed or not.
If the hon. member particularly wished
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it, he wus prepared to meet him in the
matter,

Amendment passed.

Tee COLONIAL: SECRETARY
moved that in the definition of “lease
the word “issued” be struck out, and
“granted or approved " inserted in lien.
Leuses passed through three stages;
the application stage, secondly the ap-
proval stage, and thirdly, when the in-
strument was actually issued. The
amendment made it plain that the instro-
ment was to be regarded as a lease only
in either of the latter two stages.

Amendment passed.

Teeg COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved that in the definition of * gold-
field” the words ‘portion of Crown
land” be struck out, and *“‘lands ™ in-
serted in liew. Very often leases and
holdings were taken ap in country which
was not n procluimed goldfield, and it
wight be argued that as these leases were
taken up when the Jand was not a gold-
field, therefore they were not part of the
goldfield, and possibly might not come
within the jurisdiction of the warden of
the goldfield. That would give rise to
numberless complications, and it was
wiser to make the amendment proposed,
to prevent sauch complications from
arising.

Amendment passed.

On farther motion by the CoLonrar
SECRETART, a like amendment was made
in the definition of * mineral field.”

Clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 4—Repeal, Schedule I1:

How. Z. LANE moved that the follow-
ing be inserted as Subelaunse 1 :

Nothing in this Act contained shall in any

way prejudice or abridge any rights or privi-
leges acquired under any Act or Acta repealed
hereunder.
He did not think it was the intention of
the framers of the Bill that the measure
should be retrospective, as it wonld be if
the clause remained as it stood at present.
If the clause remained as at present it
would jeopardise the leases in existence.
Those who held leases were entitled to
protection for the work which had been
done.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
bad been pointed out to him by the
Mines Department in the first place that |
this Bill gave greater concessions to
lessees than the lessees had ever had

first |
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before, and in the second place that this
smendment was absolutely one-sided. If

. they wished to partake of the very

numerous and substantial advantages
given under the Bill, it was ouly fair to
expect them to conform to all the other
provisions.  Again, if this subclause
were inserted, it would mean that the
old Acts which were repealed or shovld
he repealed by this Bill would practically
ba in force so far as they related to these
holdings. ‘That meant that the Mines
Departoient would have to keep them-
selves absolutely in touch with all thege
old Acts. The Mines Department were
very strong indeed upon this point, and
said they could not possibly see their
way clear to accept the amendment.

How. J.D. CONNOLLY supported the
amendment. Though aware certain pri-
vileges were given by this Bill, and that
uothmcv but small rights were taken away
by it, he thought a prineiple was infringed
in the confiscation of certain rights.
Persons who took up leases undera prior
Act were entitled to the rights given
under that prior Act. The House should
not establish a precedent by allowing the
confiscation of acquired rights.

Siz E. H. WITTENOOM supported
the amendment, The time had arrived
when we should seriously consider the
cffect of the continual alteration of the
titles and privileges of people who took
up leases. Under the system of retro-
spective legislation leaseholders did not
know their positions and people lost con-
fidence in the country. .It was all the
better if this Bill gave more privileges to
the leaseholders. The more privileges
given to leascholders the better it was for
helpivg the industry along.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
amendment was altogether ton wholesale.
The proposer should specify the privileges
taken from leaseholders bv the Bill, and
should oppose the clauses which took
them away, rather than practically destroy
the effect of the Bl]f by haviog this
amendment passed.

Amendment put, and a division laken
with the following result:—

Ayes
Noes

1
10

Majority for .., e 1
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Nors,
Hon!J. M. Drew

Hon. T, ¥, O Bri

on. 1. . U, O

raae Hon, 8, J, Haynes
gamill

Hon, E, M. Clorke
Hon, A. Dempster
Hon. C. E. Dempster
Hon. A, (. Jenking
Hon, Z. Lane
Hon. C. A, Picese
Hon, J. E. Richardson
Hon. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom
Hon. J. W. Wright
Hoa. J. D, Connolly
{TeMor).

Awmendmeni thus passed.

Howx.Z. LANE moved a farther amend-
ment—

That in Subclause 2 the words “sabject to the
provisione of Subclause 1 hereof ” be added.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
order to give members a chance of recon-
sidering the vote just given, which would
bave a gerious effect on the future of the
Bill, he intended to divide the Committee
on this amendment. The concluding
words in the minute of the Minister for
Mines concerning these amend ment were :
“1 would sooner have the Bill thrown
out than have this amendment carried.”
The Minister evidently looked upon this
point as a vital point of the Bill.

Sie E. H Wrrrenoom: Leaseholders

. looked upon it as a vital point also.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY : Was
this amendment the result of the com-
bined action on the part of leaseholders P

Hon. Z. Laxe: No.

Sir E. H. Wrrrenoom: The represen-
tatives of leaseholders desired the amend-
ment.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY:
What leaseholders ?

81z E. H. WiTtENOOM could not give
DAIDES.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : Was
Mr. Lane representing any leaseholders?

How. J. D. Cowwvornx: The hon.

ntleman represented the Metropolitan-

uburban Province.

Hox. Z. LANE: Apart from the fact

that he represented the Metropolitan.
Suburban Province, he thought he knew
as much about mining law as the
Minister for Mines or avybody else. He
was managing direcior of several com-
panies, and he thought that a retro-
spective matter like this Bill would bave
& bad effect. We bad fo consider the
Jaws of the British companies in reference
to these matters. It was only sought
that the clauses should not be made
retrospective where they touched upon
any rights or privileges of leaseholders.

Hon. W. Kin,

Hon. R, Laarie

Hon. W. T. Lolon

Hon, E. McLarty

Hon. M. L. Moss

Hon. B. C.0'Brien

Hon. G, Randell

Hon. J. A. Thomsoen
{Toller),

{10 DeceusEs, 1903.]
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Hon. W. T. Lotox: Could the hon.
member give any instances ?

A MzemsEr: There was the queslion
of amalgamation of leases,

Hown. Z. LANE: There were severa)
points in the Bill regarding the rights
and privileges of leaseholders, and there
were a number of new matters. TUnless
a number of these pruposed alterations
were deleted it would be necessary to
take up new leases.

Hox. M. L. Moss: Why did the hoa.
member not attack the different clauses
as they were reached ?

" Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : The

proper way to deal with these matters
was to attack those clauses which it was
congidered would bring about a loss of
privileges, and to attuck them ag they
occurred in the Bill, if they did occur.
One member talked of the conditions
relating to amalgamation of leases, but
these conditions were wmade twice as
favourable to leaseholders by the Bill,
and it was for this reason that the Mines
Department objected so strongly to the
amendment, and the Minister for Mines
bad inserted the words in his minute that
he would sooner have the Bill thrown
out than the amendment carried.

Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: Teases
were taken up under certain conditions
which the leaseholders understood, and
under which they desired to work.
Should the Mines Department liberalise
the conditions it was so much better
for the leascholders; bul this amend-
ment preserved the rights under which
the leases were taken up in the first
Place.

Hown. M. L. MOSS : The effect of the
amendment was that, so far as all privi.
leges granted under any prior Acts were
concerned, the old laws would prevail,
and that this new measure, best calcu-
lated to suit the circumstances of the
State, would only apply to rights acquired
in the future. He was the last tv be
desirous of doing anything to interfere
with vested rights, but it was absolutely
necessary to interfere with them occasion-
ally in the interests of the general public.
Mr. Lane should have pointed out what
clauses in the Bill would interefere with
the rights acquired in the past. Tf we
were going to consolidate the mining laws
it was very undesirable thut, with regard
to leases granted prior to the passing of
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the Act, we should have to go to the old
stututes, and with regard to leases
granted in the future we would have an
altogether different code. Unless there
were such drastic alterations in this Bill
as would interfere with privileges granted
up to the present, it was inexpedient
to bave two mining laws in force.
The hon. member should show where
privileges would be taken away and rights
trenched upon, as one would anticipate
from the moving of such awendment,

How. Z. LANE : Clause 89 provided
that any amalgamation of leases might
be cancelled by the Minister at the request
of the lessee, or on the transfer, surrender,
or forfeiture of any lease inciuded in the
amalgamation, and the Minister might in
his discretion cancel any amalgamation
of leases effected before the commence-
ment of this weasure. There were any
amount of clauses of this sort. IF the
Minister hud that power, he could cancel
amalgamuations and the British companies
would have to suffer,

How, M. L. Moss: The hon. member
should read all the clause.

Hor. Z. LANE: One knew how the
British capitalists would be frightened
away by anything of this sort. They had
always been saying they had not any
security of tenure; and we wanted to
give them all the security of tenure we
could.

Hon. T. F. 0. Brimage: They could
get that under this measure.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
what the hon. member adduced was the
most glaring example of the loss of pri-
vilege which he had to bring forward, he
(tbe Minister) did oot think the hon.
member had based his amendment on very
golid ground.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result :—

Ayes . 11
Noes .11
A tie .. 0

ATES. Noes.

Hon. J. W, Hackett
Hon. 8. J. Haynes
Hon. W, Kingmill
Hon. R. Lourie
Hon, W. T. Loton
Hon. E. McLarty
Houn. M. L. Mosas

Hon, T. F. 0. Brimage
Hon, E. M. Qlarke
Hon. J. D. Counolly
Hen, C. E. Dempeatar

Hon, J, E, Bichardson
Hoop. 8ir E. H. Wittenoom|
lﬂion. i W. Wright
on, A, Dempster
(Toller).

Houn. J. A, Thomson
Hon. J. M. Drew
{Teller).

[COUNCIL.]
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Tee Cuamemawy, to give opportunity
for farther consideration, voted with the
Ayes.

Amendment, thus passed.

TueCOLONIAL SECRETARY moved
that the words “or they,” in line 4 of
Subclause 3, be struck out. He did not
know tbat it was worth while troubling
about these amendments, but as a mutter
of form he would move this. |MempER:
The hon. gentleman was severe.] He
thought members were severe in dealing
with a Bill of this kind, whicb had occa-
sioned a great deal of time and trouble,
and which they desired to destroy appa--
rently. The Mines Departinent had
probably given ten times as much time
to the Bill as any member of either
branch of the Legislature. Inthe opinion
of that department the amendinent which
bad been passed was practically inimical
to the Bill, and it must be very discou-
raging now for the department to find
that their time and trouble were appa-
rently considered of no account. However,
he supposed be would have to abide by
the result.

Sm E. H. WITTENOOM : Those who
had to work uuder the Bill had as much
right to say what they considered fair
measures ag those who administered the
Bill. The people who developed the
industry knew best what was suited for
them, The Bill should be administered
in the interests of those who had to work
the industry —[The Coroniar Secre-
TaRY: Hear, hear]—and not in the
interests of those who administered the
Bill. Therefore he thought the amend-
ments might be looked upon in a more
charitable spitit than the hon. member
exhibited.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was not the fact of the amendment but
the form of the amendment to which he
took objection. The hon. member knew
perfectly well the Government were ready
to consider the question of loss of privi-
lege wherever it occurred throughout this
measure. Adoption of the amendment
we had passed meant that we were going
to have two Mining Acts in existence at
the same time, and that was an abso-
lutely impossible position from an”
administration point of view.

Hon. J. W, Hackerr: It would have
to be repealed next year.
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Amendmment (to strike out the words
“or they™) putand passed, and the clause
a8 amended agreed to.

Clauses § to 9 —agreed to.

Tes COLONIAL SECRETARY: On
consideration of the position, he would
prefer that progress be reported, if mem-
bers had no objection, in order that ke
might farther consult his colleague with
regard to steps to be taken in the future.

Progresa reported, and leave given to

git a.gain.

At 630, the PrEsipENT left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

FACTORIES BILL,
IN COMMITTEE.

Tee CoLoniar SEcRETARY in charge
of the Bill.

Clause 1—Short Title :

Hon. G. RANDELL moved that the
word “ January” be siruck out and
“July” inserted in lien. We were rather
too pear the end of the year to have the
Act commence in January. It would be
far fairer to commence the operation of
the Act in July,

Tux CoLONIAL SECRETARY accepted
the amendment.

Amendment passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 2—Interprefation :

Hoxn. G. RANDELL moved that in
the interpretation of “boy"” the word
‘gixteen ™ be struck out and ** fourteen
ingerted in lieu. It wus provided in
another part of the Bill that a boy under
gixtecen should be certified to by an
inspector before being employed in a
factory. The parents of the boy were the
best judges as to his being able to work,
and it would be a pity to prevent a boy
between the age of fourteen and sixteen
from earning money, and becoming fitted
for work in after life. Tn days gome past
boys were apprenticed to trades at
fourteen. The Education Act provided
that boys were not to leave school until
they reached the age of fourteen, and that
age was a reasonable age when boys
should be allowed to go out and earn
their living. In the interests of the
parents bovs should be ahle to make
themselves useful in this direction,

because of the high cost of living in this |

country.
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Tag COLONIAL SECRETARY
hoped the amendment would not be
carried.

Memeer: Would it wreck the Bill?

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
would not wreck the Bill. This was not
a Bill which had taken a public depart-
ment five or six months to prepare. Mr.
Randell drew attention to the fact that
parents were the right persons to decide
on the conduct of their children. That
might be so if we could trust the parents ;
but the hon. member was aware that the
whole tenor of the Education Act and of
its penalty provmmns wus to protect
children against parents. One of the
principles of the Factories Bill was to
protect growing youths and girls, and it
was surprising Mr. Randell was not in
sympathy with the idea. It wasthemaost
delicate age between fourteen and sixteen.
Members would see that by Clause 25 a
boy or girl under fowrteen could be
employed in special cases authorised by
an inspector and approved of by the
Education Department, and that in
another place provision was made for
the employment of youths between
fourteen and sixteen. Care, however, was
taken Lhat boys and girls should be preo-
tected at an age when they should be
utilising ull their strength in growing.

Hown. G.RavpeLL: In fanning through
the streets.

Tar COLONIAL SECRETARY: At
this stage boys and girls should not be
overworked, as the attitude of the hon.
member led one to believe they ought to
be.

Amendment put, and a divison taken
with the following result:—

Ayes . . 14
Noes e &
Majority for ... 10

AvEs.
Homn, T. F, Q. B
Hon, E. M. Clarke
Hon. A. Dempster
Hon., C. E. Dempster
Uon. 8. J. Haynea
Hon. Z.
Hon. R, I.aune
Hon, W. T. Lo
Hon. G. R-undell
Hon. J. E. Bichardson

Hon. W. ngmlll

Hon, M. L. Moss

Hon. J. A. Thomsen

Hon. B. C. O'Brien
{Teller),

Hon. J. W. Wright
Hon.J. M. Drew
(Tellor).

Amendment thus passed.




Hox. G. RANDELL moved as an
amendment :

That the word *two,” in subclause (1), be
struck out, and “six " inserted in lieu.

He believed an amendment would be
moved on this amendment.

Hown. J. W. WRIGHT moved as an
amendment on the proposed amendment
that “1ien” be the number inserted.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY :
There wmight be some reason for Mr.
Randell’s amendment, but that by Mr.
Wright was phenomenal.

Hon. J. W. Wereur: Last year we
made the number 20, and be would rather
that we now had that number.

Taeg COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
Queensland, South Australia, and New
Zealund the number was two. The reason
was that people should not evade the
conditions of this factory legislution by
hiring separate rooms and employing
small nambers of persoas in ea.cg. He
recognised that the attitude of this
Chamber was one of intense hostility to
this measure. He was prepared to accept
some of Mr. Rundell’s amendments to
this Bill because he thought them fair;
but he did not see why Western Australia
should differ widely from her sister States
and practically the rest of the civilised
countries of the world. This measure
was the least drastic and most acceptable
Fuctories Bill to be found in Australasia
to-day.

Sie E. H. Wrrrenoom: They did not
seem Lo wunt it.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: Pos-
sibly they did not. Medicine was not
always liked, but it was good for the
system. He might agree to Mr. Randell’s
amendment, perhaps, but he could not
agree to Mr. Wright's.

Hon. G. RANDELL: The circum-
stances in Western Australia were alto-
gether different from those in other parts
of the world. Factories had been estab-
lished in England many years before a
Factories Bill was introduced, and in
Victoria there had been factories for
15 or 16 years before there was such
legislation. Moreover, Victoria proposed
to retrace ber steps in regard to seme of
the most drastic sections in the Act.

Tre CovowiaL Secreraky: No por-
tion of this Bill had been tuken from the
Victorian Act. ’

[COUNCIL.]

tn Commaitiee.

Hon. J. W. WRIGHT: The Dlinister
should not have said members had an
antagonistic spirit towards this Bill. He
(Mr. Wright) advocated on the platform
a Shop and Factories Act, but he never
went away with the idea of two persons
being a factory. Pérhaps a woman and
daughter, or a man and his son might be
working in a house, and were we going
to assert that such house was a factory
—[Tuz CoroniaL Secrerary: Noj—
simply because someone with a big amount
of capital was likely to run separate rooms?
He did not believe & man in the country
with a decent business would use a
private house,.and call it a room to avoid
the Act. The idea was absurd. This
House carried “ten” last year and we
should not gu back on that decision.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Had the hon. member read the Bill he
would have noticed that the instance he
gave applied to paragraph (f.} where the
limit was four. It was found necessary
in places which recognised the necessity
for factory legislaticn to graduate the
number. That was why in the Queens-
land, New Zealand, and South Austra-
lian Acts the number was two.

How. J. W, Werenr: We could
gradually decrease the number.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Anyone who did not profit by the
experience of other people must be blind
to his own interests.

Hown. J. W. Wgigar: We did not
desire to cripple people.

How. T. ¥. Q. Brimage: The Min-
ister was having a bad time.

Tae CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must not be interrupted. He
(the Chairman) had no desire to enforee
his powers to prevent interruptions.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY did
not believe he was going to have a bad
time, but even should he have a bad time
he trusted he could take it as well as
anybody else. He knew thut the Bill
represented the result of the exzperience
of years in other countries, and that if
we did not take advantage of that
experience we were undoubtedly blind to
our own interests. Mr. Randell kept
hurping on the Factories Act of Victoria,
which was acknowledged to be an ex-
tremely drastic one. On Mr. Randell’s
part it was a case of unconscious bias,

. but the hon. member must realise that
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the Victorian Act, which he held up as
the model of all factory legislation and
the bugbear of manufacturers, in noe way
entered into the composition of the Bill
before the House, which was founded ou
the moderate legislation of Queensland,
South Australia, and New Zealand. Mr,
Wright's amendment would render the
Bill inoperative and absurd. He (the
Colonial Secretary) would be prepared
to accept Mr. Randell’s amendment (to
ingert ““six™)} in order to arrive at a
moderate conclusion,

Hov. R. LAURIE opposed Mr.
Wright's amendment (to insert *ten’).
During the debate on the second reading
it was made manifest that there was no
intention to knock the measure out, and
that it was to be dealt with in a fair way.
Should u Factories Act not be passed this
session it would be passed next session,
so it would be better for us to deal with
this Bill in o fair way and pass it in such
a manner as seemed desirable, or throw
it out altogether. There was necessity
for a Wactories Act. He could, if neces-
sary, call attention to many people being
huddled together in an iron structure
during the hot months of December and
January. He considered Mr. Randell’s
amendment (to insert *six”’) a very fair
one. It could be accepted as going some
way towards splitting the difference be-
tween the proposal of the Government
(“two") and the proposal of Mr. Wright
(“ten’"), who, he thought, had vot seri-
ously considered the question. By accept-
ing Mr. Randell's amendment (" six’")
we would be accepting what we would
probably have to accept in a lesser degree
later on. The Factories Act bad to come.
That being the cuse we should mould a
fair measure, as members indicated during
the debate on the second reading, and
one which would be acceptable to the
House.

Hox. E. M. CLARKE supported Mr.
Randell’s amendment (to insert “*six”).
He admitted “two” was two small
There was a movement in the direction of
baving a Factories Act, and he would like
it to leave this House in such a state so
that, should it be necessary later on to
decrease the number from *“six™ to
“two,” we could be prepared to do so.
Many manufacturers regarded the Bill as
4 troublesome one, and said that it would
hinder the operations of the factories.

{10 Dzcemprr, 1903.]
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That being the case, it was his intention
to see the Bill through as far as he
possibly could with most of the amend-
ments proposed by Mr. Wright, but not
with this particular amendment (toinsert
& tel:l 2 . )
HON). J. A. THOMSON : There was a
considerable amount of reason in Mr.
Randell's amendinent (%o insert “gix ™),
though he was previously inclined to
support the Bill as it stood. Mewmbers
did not seem t6 be aware that we had a
lurge number of mannfacturing businesses
springing up in Western Anatralia.
Since the Federal tariff came into force
bout and leather factories were giving
considerable employment in Perth and
Fremantle, over 1,000 being employed in
these two trades alome. Many boot
manufacturers informed him that it was

. absolutely necessary to have employees

protected by an Act of Parliament. Some
members laid stress on the fact that the
health officials could deal with all the
malters contained in the Bill ; but health
officials could not deal with matters of
venlilation, the lining of buildings, or
with increased air-space. Members should
listen to reason, and Mr. Randell's
amendment (to insert “ six ) was a
reasonable one,

Hown. C. A. PIESSE : Clause 41 of the
Bill constituted a place in which one per-
son worked as a factory.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : W hat was
the person ?

MemBER: A Chinaman,

How. C. A. PIESSE: It did not
matter. The clause provided that if a
person gave out work to any other per-
son the place was constituted a factory.

Tae Cornoriar SECRETARY : Quite
right. '

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: A storekeeper
would pot be able to show practical
gympathy to a struggling widow because
of the clause.

Tee CBAIRMAN : The hon. member was
not talking to the amendment before the
House. .

Hon. B. €. O’BRIEN: The most
hostile to the Bill admitted there was
need for a Factories Act, and that being
admitted, the Bill must apply to every.
thing in the shape of a factory. It was
said that to create a place in which
two worked as a factory was ridiculous.
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So it might be in one sense, but within
the meaning of the Act the place would be
a factory. The Bill would be impractible
if gome such provision was not made
whereby we could control those places
where a few hands were employed. In
large factories where there were 40 or 50
men we did not want a Bill. These large
concerns regulated themselves, complying
with the Building Acts, sanitary arrange-
ments, and everything else. The measure
was required in smnall concerus. He
trusted Mr, Randell would come back to
his original amendment, and he would be
prepared to accept that compromise,
although he thought the number high.
Hon.J. W. WRIGHT: After the heat
of the day and in the cool of the evening,
if a man's wife were making jam and
his daughter greasing the tins, that place

would have to be shut up. [MembErs: -

No.] He hoped the amendment would
be carried.

How. G. RANDELL: There were, he
had been informed, 52,000 less pairs of
boote wade here this year than last.
That was attributed to the sliding scale
and the fact that it was cheaper to import
boots from Victoria than to make them
here.

Hox. J. A. THOMSON: It bad been
part of his business to supply a number
of factory people with machinery, and he
made it a point to see the heads of these
factoriesand nake inquiry. They believed
# Factory Aect necessary to protect them
against undue competition.

Hon. W. MALEY: The amendment
by Mr. Eandell would be supported by
him. Being fully convinced that a Fac-
tories Act was necessary, and the objec-
tionable features of the previous Bill
having been eliminated, he would have
pleasure in supporting this ineasure.
The lzbourer must have his share of
protection as well as the proprietor,

How. C. E. DEMPSTER : Ib a petition
brought before the House the petitioners
made a distinet statement as to the
unsatisfactory way in which the Factories
Act worked in the other States. In his
opinion factory legislation was unneces-
sary, and it would prevent indusiries
from being established which would be
of great importance to the State.

The word ““two " struck out.

[COUNCIL.
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Amendment (to insert “ten ") put,and
a division taken with the following result:

Ayes 11
Noes 12
Majority against ... 1

ATES.
Hon. A, Dempater
Hon. C. E. Dempster
Hon. 8. J, Haynes
Hon. Z. Lane
Hon., W._ T. Loton
Hon, C. A. Piesge
Hon. G, Randell
Hon, J, E, Richardson
Hon. 8ir George Shenton|
Hon. J. W. Wright

NoEs.
Hon. E, M. Clarks
Hon. J. . Connolly
Hon, J. M. Drew
Hon. J. W. Hackett
Hou, W. Kingsmill
Eon. R. Laurie
Hon, E. MeLarty
Houn. M, L, Moss
Hon, B. C. O'Brien
Hou. J. A. Thomson
Hon. T. F. O. Brimage Hou.8ir E. H. Wittenoom

[Telter). Hon, W, Maley (Telier).

Aniendment thus negatived.

Hon. 8. J. HAYNES moved, as an
amendment, that “eight” be inserted.
If we made the number ‘*‘eight” we
could “climb down.” If we now fixed
the number at six, next session we would
be asked to reduce it to three or four.
Factory legislation was not required at
the present time, but members were will-
ing to pass a reasonable measure.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: To
meet the wishes of members he bad sacri--
ficed his belief, which was that the right
number was two, and he had multiplied
the number by three. Those who voted
in the last division did so with the idea
that if *ten” were not adopted “six”
would be inserted.

How. 8. J. Havnes: It was s close
division.

How.G. RANDELL: The Chaber of
Manufactures, with which he thought
nearly all the large factories were con.
nected, had requested him to insert
“ten.'” He thought “six” was a moder-
ate number, and the Minister had been
good enough to accept it. He suggested
that the hon. member (Mr. Huynes)
should withdraw his amendment. '{‘here
was practically no difference between
“gix” and * eight ™ as far as the establish-
ment of swall factories was concerned.
We wanted to encourage them, so that
these industries could grow into larger
ones as the State grew.

Hon. 8. J. HAYNES could not see his
way to withdraw the amendment.

Amendment (to insert “eight”) put,
and a division taken with the following
result:—

Aves
Noes

ol &

Majority against
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Hon.T. B. O Bri

on.T. F. (. Brimage

Hon, J, D. Connolly

Hon. J. M. Drew

Hon. J. W, Hackett

Hon. W, Eingsmwill

Hon. R, Lanrie

Hon, W, T, Loton

Hon, W. Muley

Hon. E. MeLarty

Hon. M. L. Moss

Hon. B. C, O'Brien

Hon, 3, Randell

Hon. Sir George Shenton

Hon. J. A. Thomson

Hon. Sir E, H.Wittenoom

Hou. E, M, Clarke
(Teiler).

Hon. A l%en%eﬁ
on, A. Dempster
gon. (SJ }3. g:;tnpetar
on. B, J. -]
Hon. C. A Piessa
Hon. J. E. Richardson
Hon, J. W, Wright
Hon. Z. Lane (Teller),

Amendment thus negatived.

Question (to insert “six”) put and
passed.

Hon., G. RANDELL moved as a
farther amendment—

That in line 5§ of Subeclause (1), definition of

“factory,” the words * dealing with ™ be atruck
out.

These words were too comprehensive,
and might be applied to the injury of
persons not connected with manufacturing
at all.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY:
There was no objection to the amend-
ment as the words were rather super-
fluous. It was his desire to treat the
Bill as reasonably as possible, and he did
not desire to oppose any amendment
which could be made within reason.

81z E. H. WITTENOOM : The words
* dealing with”* should be retained and
the words *'or for sale,” which occurred
later in the clause, struck out. The
clause would not then extend to hotels
and mercantile houses.

Amendwment put and passed.

Siz E. H. WITTENOOM moved that
in’ lines 6 and 7 of Subelause (1), defi-
nition of “factory,” the words ‘“or for
sale” be struck out.

Hon. W. T. LOTON: Should the
amendment be carried the clanse will be
reduced to an absurdity. Goods were
not manufactured which were not for
sale.

Sig E. HO WITTENOOM: The
previous amendment made a mess of the
clause altogether. By striking out the
words “or for sale” there would have
been no neecessity for excising the
words *dealing with”” A man could
manufacture things for his own use, and
there was pothing ludicrous in the idea.
His amendment would make the clause
less extensive, and would enable an hotel-

T[10 Decexner, 1803.]
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keeper to manufacture his own soda, or
an ironmonger to turn out goods.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
object of the amendment was to protect
places which could not be classed as
factories, but that was sufficiently done
by striking out the words * dealing
with.” Sir Edward Wittenoon's reasons
were extremely ingenious, but one could
not help smiling at them for they did
more credit to the hon, member's bead
than to his heart. Tbis amendnent, if
carried, would make a mess of the cluuses.
Should an hotel-keeper manufucture bhis
awn soda water and employ six persons in
doing so, it would be a fuctory, and
rightly so.

Amendment (t¢ strike out “or for
sale ') put and negatived.

Hox. G. RANDELL: There was an
amendment placed by him on the Notice
Paper to stnke out of this subclause the
words “ or any laundry,” because he
thought that they were sufficiently covered
by the nextclanses. However, o number
of laundries in Perth were run by Chinese,
and it was not desired to give them
facilities that were not given to our own
race. Nevertheless he did not favour
limiting them any farther than we limited
white men, but he would not move his
amendment.

Hon. J.A. THOMSON moved that the
word * publie” be inserted before ** laun.
dry” in the last line of Subeclause (1).

Tee COLONTAL SECRETARY : The
amendment was unnecessary, seeing that
it was not likely there would be any
private laundry in which six persons
were employed.

How, J. A. THOMBON : When he
had this amendment in view the clause
contained the word * two,” but as “six”
had been passed he would not press the
amendment.

Amendwent withdrawn.

Hon. . RANDELL moved that the
words “ dealing with™ be struck out of
Subelause (3.)

Amendment passed,

Hon. G. RANDELL moved that the
words “ or packing them for transit” be
struck out of Subclause (3.) If those
words were retained the Bill would
embrace persons we did not intend it to
include, who, it seemed to him, had
nothing to» do with a factory.
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Tag COLONIAL: SECRETARY:
Packing was really a recognised trade,
and was often very unhealthy owing to
the nature of the stuffi used. Peopls
engaged in it needed wmore protection
than some in other classes of manufac-
ture which would come under this Bill.

Amendment negatived.

Hon. G. RANDELL, referring to an
amendment of which he had given notice,
to strike out all the words after * prison,”
in parugraph (a.)—* or any industrial or
reformatory school”—said he had an
opinion that it was desirable to exercise
supervision over these industrial institu-
ticns, but perhaps it would be advisable
not to include them just now. If we placed
these restrictions on factories here, we
should, if we were to be logical, impose
the same restrictions on an industrial or
reformatory school where such work was
carried on. It then might be open to mis-
conception. He would not throw any im-
pediment in the way of the managers of
these institutions making them as profit-
able as possible. He thought there was
u congiderable amount of supervigion ex-
ercised over them, and be hoped it would
be increased rather than otherwise, for fear
of difficulties arising in the employment
of children within those institutions.
In several places in the old country
abuses had oceurred, and the Government
bad had to interfere.

Hon.J. W. WRIGHT : These reforma.
tory schools were, he understood, for
children under 14, yet if what was pro-
posed were carried out we should allow
them to come into competition with
private enterprise. He moved that the
words “ or any industrial or reformatory
school ”* be struck out,

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY :
These institution had all to be approved
by the Governor in Council, and if
children and grown-up people in fac.
tories only worked under such good con-
ditions as those in our reformatory
schools, there would indeed be vo need
for a Factories Act. Astn their entering
into competition with private enterprise,
the idea was absurd.

Hon. J. W. WeienT: What about the
institution for the blind ?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY:
That was neither an industrial school nor
a reformatory.

[COUNCIL.]
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Amendment (Mr. Wright's) put and
negatived.

Hon. G. RANDELL moved that the
word ‘“ four,” in line 4, be strock out, and
“gix " inserted in lieu.

Amendment passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Claunses 3 to 5—agreed to.

Clanse 6—Application :

Hown. G. RANDELL moved that the
clause be struck out.  If restrictions of
this kind were desirable, they should be
set forth in the Act. The first part of
the clause was exceedingly open to objec-
tion. There were some Acts in relation
to which it was desirable to have regula-
tions, but in a Bill of this kind we should
have everything stated within the four
corners of the measure. Factory owners
and also inspectors should know what they
had to deal with. It would be wrong
in some instances to exempt districts and
to compel other districts to conform to
the Act. In his opinion factories should
be classified. One would not think of
classifying places where Dblacksmiths,
carpenters, ironworkers, tank-makers and
plumbers were employed, with establish-
ments where bootmaking or tailoring wus
carried on, He thooght the Bill was
aimed principally against tailoring and
bootmaking establishments as being most
likely to be open to abuse, and perhaps it
was directed aguinst factories where
machinery was used. As to whether the
Act sbould come into operation at once
in certain districts, that matter should
not he subject to the opinion of the
Ministry of the day. )

Tee COLONTAL SECRETARY: If
this clause were struck out, the Bill
would presumably have universal appli-
cation, both as regarded locality and class
of factory, thus taking away any chance
of exempting, say, agricultural pursuits.
(How. G. RanpELn: They were men-
tioned in the Bill] Certain classes of
agricultural pursuits might come under
this measure. The striking out of this
clanse would make the operation of the
Bill a great deal more drastic, and would
take away that discretion which a Min.
ister should be allowed to exercize for the
good of the community and a certain
class of factories. The clause wasa valu-
able one, and undoubtedly in the interests
of the manunfacturer.
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Hox. E. M. CLAREKE: This was one
of the most saving clauses in the Bill,
The clause said the Min‘ster might do
this, that and the other. Tne Minister
might exempt certain districts, but one
aaw no machinery whereby the governing
power could be moved in tiat direction.
Supposing, for instance, Bunbury did not
want the Act applied there. By what
means were they going to approach the
Government to get exemption, or, on the
contrary, if they wanted the Act applied,
how were they to get it done?

Hown. W. T. LOTON: Members had
heard some strong opinions from the
leader of the House, and from some of his
supporters, on the absolute necessity for
a Factories Act; but if a Factories Act
was required to control the work and
management of factories in one part of
the State, it shbould be also necessary for
the same kind of fuctories in any other
part of the State. To argue that the
Act was necessary for ome part of the
State and not for another part, wae to
argue that there was no necessity for the
Bill. He supported the amendment.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY:
With regard to the method of bringing
the wanis of a district before the
Governor in Council, on which Mr.
Clarke sought information, it was the
first time he (the Colonial Secretary) had
found any inhabitant of Bunbury at a
loss as to how to approach the Govern-
ment. If the inhabitants of all parts of
the State pursued the tactics of approach-
ing the Governor in Council through the
Miunisters, as they knew how to do n the
past, it would not be necessary to do any
more. With regard to the argument
raised by Mr. Loton, it appearel that
some hon. gentlemen who opposed the
Bill and he (the Colonial Secretary) had
rather changed sides, and that he was
now protecting the factory owner while
certain members were rather hard upon
manufacturers. He was cerfainly suor-
prised to see this development of ani-
mosity towards the manufacturers. How-
ever, this diseretion should be left in the
hands of the Government, who should be
able to exempt districts from certain
classes of factories. Speaking unofficially,
he thought it was a power with which
the Government, or any Government of
the past, could well be trusted.

[10 Decemger, 1903.]
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How. J. W, HACKETT entirely agreed
with the view tuken by the Colonial
Secretary. He always looked in a Bill
for sociyl legislation for some clunse of
this kind. 'Why so much social reform
legislation was a dead letter, was because
it was found impossible to apply it with-
out undue harshness in some directions,
and acts were allowed o go into desue-
tude. To leave these powers to the
Governor-in-Council wus the saving fea-
ture of such legislation, because the
powers would only be vmployed to miti-
gate any harshness or rigour which
undoubtedly must occur. 'We must pass
this Bill in such a shapeas to recommend
it to the great body of employers as
well as the employees, and il was only
by means of allowing an outlet such as
this by which the factory owner, who
might otherwise be crushed out of exist-
ence, could escape, that we could recom.-
mend this sort of legislation to em-
ployers.

How, G. RANDELL : The remarks of
Dr. Hackett had confirmed his (Mr.
Randell’s) previously expressed opinion,
for the bon. member had shown how
dangerous it was fo leave this power in
the hands of the Gfovernment. If the
Eill was worth passing well it ghould be '
applied to all persona. Reliance on the
Government of the day was reliance on
a broken reed. Such a useful Act as the
Registration of Firms Act was, in the
hands of the Government, a dead letter.

TaEe CoLontal SECRETARY: How long
had it Leen a dead letter ¥ :

Howx. G. RANDELL: For a consider-
able time; but it was sufficient for his
purpose to say that it was a dead letter at
the present moment. The control of the
liquor traffic was left in the hands of the
Government also, but this to a large
extent was a dead letter. He could not
altogether lay the fault of this latier at
the hands of the Government ; but in the
former matter the Government acted
unfairly to some persons who were hon-
ourable and honest encugh to register
their firms. The same would occur if
this clauge remained. There would he
injustice or jealousy or something of the
kind, and :f persons who approached
the Government were persuasive, clever,
and successful in their application for the
removal of disabilities or for the granting
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of privileges, it condemped the clause
straight away.

Hon. T. F. 0. BRIMAGE opposed the
clanse. All porticens of the State should
have a taste if this obnoxivus legislation
should it be passed. He failed to see
why Bunbury should be excluded from
the administration of the Act any more
than Perth or Fremantle. This kind of
legislation fell most heavily on the largest
centres, but he could see no reason for jt.
Factories started in outside centres should
have the right to enjoy or suffer, which.
ever it might be.  He trusted the clause
would be struck out, and that the Act
would be made to apply all over the
State, and it qualities enjoyed. Should
it be applied to people in distant parts of
the State and people disliked the pro-
visions, the Act would not last very long.
He was convinced it was not wanted, and
he believed the sooner it was thrown out
the befter.

Hown. M. L. MOSS : If factory legisla-
tion was a necessity--{ Hox. G. RANDELL:
The premise was denied]—and that prin-
ciple was affirmed by the passing of the
second reading, in order to make the Act
workable in a ‘tountry like this it was
necessary the clause should stand, It

- would not be contended any Government
would dare to make the Act operative
so far as the metropolis were concerned,
and inoperative in outside centres. A
Government which would do so would
soon be brought to its bearings, for there
would be an outcry through tbe Press.
In Western Australia, where new locali-
ties might spring up at any moment, in
which buildings would spring up which
were withie the meaning of the Act, it
might not always be necessary that these
buildings should exactly comply with the
statute. If in the early days on the gold-
fields the provisions of this Bill had
been applied to places put up speedily,
many desirable establishments in thess
centres would not have been erected.
We had to distinpuish bhetween the
settled community and ome likely to
spring up at a moment’s notice. It
was to meet cases of this character
that Clause 6 was inserted. Those
gentlemen ian favour of striking out
Clause 6 were going to make this Bill far
more stringent than it had been drawn,
whereas be understood the object of Mr.
Randell and other members waa to limit

[COUNCIL.]
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to a large extent the application of this
meagure. We could make the Bill general
in settled communities, but we must not
have the same system in relation to new
communities which sprang up when least
expected. To impose the same conditions
on such new communities would un-
doubtedly be a great encumbrance and
burden. The Government must be en-
trusted with matters of administration of
this kind. If the clause stood and the
Bill were passed, the measure could be
applied to any particular district by
means of a proclsmation published in the
Government Gazetfe. If a proper case
were made out, the Ministry would be
bound to yield.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes - - .. 8
Noes . e .. 12
Majority aguinst ... 4

ATES Noeg,

Hon, T. ¥. Q. Brimnge
Hoa, A. Dempster

Hou, C, E, Demypster
Hon. Z. Lane

Hen, W, T. Loton

Hon. G, Bandell

Hon, J. W. Wright

Hou, C. A, Piesga {Teller).

Hon, E, M, Clarke
Homn, J. D, Connolly
Hon, J. W, Hacket{
Hon: %Jkﬁmnyne_s“
on, W. Ki i
Hoan. R. Lauria
Hon, W, Maley
Hon. E, McLarty
Hon. M, L. Moss
Hon. B. €. O'Brien
Hon, J. A, Thomson
. Hon. J. M, Drow (Teller).
Amendment thus negatived, and the
the clause as amended passed.
Clause 7—Factories to be registered :

Hox. G. RANDELL moved—

That all the words down to  Qistriet,” in
line 3, be atruck out, and “six months after
the passing of this Act no person ghall
inserted in lien.

Txre COLONIAL SECRETARY: We
had decided ito keep in Clause 6, so this
amendment would need remodelling. Tt
would be far better to put the amend-
ment in the form of striking out the
word “three ” and substituting * six,”

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. G. RANDELL moved that the
word **three ' be struck out, and “six"
inserted in lieu.

Hon, C. A, PIESSE moved as an
amendment to the amendment that the
word “mnine” be inseried. RPefore a
factory could be registered it had to be
subjected to an inspector's visit. A
person might have to pull down all his
building and erect a new one.
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Tre COLONIAL SECRETARTY:
*8ix ** was, he thought, about as far as
he was inclined to go; he would support
the clause as it stood.

Hox. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Act
would not come into force for six months,
so that would make a total of 12 months,

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: If it could be
shown that there would be an additional
six months, he would withdraw his
amendment.

Amendment (Mr. Piesse’s) by leave
withdrawn. .

Hox. G. RANDELL: Although the
Act would not come into operation until
the lst July, persons trying to establish
factories should have reasonmable time
to make arrangements, and six months
would not be too long after the pro-
clamation had been issued for a district.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY:
When inclined to accept Mr. Randell's
amendment, he bhad forgotten that the
Act would not come into force for six
months.

Hon., G. RANDELL: That had
nothing to do with this. This referred
to the time after the proclamation. Tt
might be six years before a proclamation
would be made.

Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
Act would probably be applied within six
weeks of the commencement of the Act.

Hon. W. MATLEY : It would befound
necessary to apply the Act to new dis-
tricts some time after the Act first came
into operation, and in those cases six
months' notice should be given. If it
was necessary to give six months’ notice
of the coming into force of the Bill, it
was equally necessary to give the same
notice in declaring that a district should
come under the operations of the Act.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Districts would be proclaimed not fit to
be proclaimed now; but factories in
those districts would grow up with the
knowledge that, as scon as they reached
a certnin stage, the Act would be applied.
Therefore their owners would construct
them in compliance with the conditions
of tha Act, and three months’ notice
would be ample.

Hon. G. RANDELL: .Ope would
think a most terrible condition of affairs
existed in this State, and that there was
o great hurry to have the Act eome into
operation.

[10 Decenner, 1903.]
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Hoxn. 8. J. HAYNES: The amend.
meni was a reasonable one and prac-
tically provided twelve months' notice.
The general public would not know of the
conditions of the Act until about March
next.

TrE CoLonIiaL SECRETARY : The people
mosl interested would have ample oppor-
tunity of knowing what was to be done.

Hon. C. A, Pimsse: The Minister
should not take credit for having pro-
vided that the Bill would not come into
force for sizx months. :

Tae CovroNrar Seceerary: The
Government consented to the alteration.

Hon, W. MALEY: Factories would
not grow up in soch a manner as the
(Colonial Secretary indicated. Hedid not
believe any attention would be paid in
outside districts to the conditions of the
Act until the Act was applied to those
districts. Qwners of factories would
rather trust to a change of public opinion
which might bring about an alteration
in the Act. Wherean Act was not in
force the greatest latitude was taken, and
when we brought in what some members
considered drastic legislation we should
bring it in as gently as possible so us not
to cripple any industries.

Amendment put, and » division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes 13
Noes 7
Majority for 6
AYES. ! NoEes.
Hon. T, F. O. Brimage Hon. J. D. Comeolly
Hou. E. M. Clarke Han. J. M, Drew
Hon. A, Dempster Hon. W, Kingsmitl
Hon. C. E. Dempster | Hon. B. Lourie
Hon, J. W, Hackett Hon, M. L, Moss

Hon, 8. J. Haynes Hon, B, C. 0'Brien
Hon. W. T. Lotan Hon. J. A, Thomson
Hon, W, Maley (Tellar).
Hon, E, McLarty

Hon. C. A. Presse

Hon. G. Eandell

Hon, J. W, Wright !

Hon. Z. Lane (Teller), '

Amendment thus passed, and the
clanse as amended agreed to.

Clause 8—Application for registration :

Hox. G. RANDELL moved that para.
graph (f) be struckout. This paragraph
provided that a factory owner, when
registering, should give such farther in-
formation as might be prescribed; but
quite sufficient information would be
provided by the factory owner when he
complied with the other paragraphs of
the clause.. To retain the words in the
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clanse would give a considerable amount
of annoyance and trouble to owners of
factories. It was one of the indications
of the strenuousness of the attempt to
burden the factory owners of this State
unnecessarily.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
clauge followed the wording of similar
clauses in Bills dealing with other sub-
jects. One could not see what was the
objection to it was unless the factory
owner had something to conceal. Reg-
istration occurred once, and once only,
unless it was rendered null by miscon-
duct. He could not see what owners of
factories could have to conceal, but he
could see how circumstances might arise
whereby it might be necessary, before a
factory was registered, that farther par-
ticulars should be provided. The amend.-
ment presupposed on the part of the
Government a strenuous effort to burden
the factory owners of Western Australia.
There was absolutely no such wish. The
principle of the Bill was the protection
of life and property; the protection of
the young; the protection of females (to
which there could be no objection), and
the prevention of factory owners from
sweating their employees, to which also
there could be no objection. It was
claimed the clause put a burden on
factory owners. The inference was that
some people must be contravening the
provisions of the Bill. He did not think
they were, but if people came to the State
who wanted to de so, it was right and
proper we should have a Bill to prevent
it. The particulars asked for would not
be unreasonable, and they were invariably
confidential.

How. G. RANDELL: If the particuo-
lars as set forth in the clause to be
provided were not sufficient, he did not
know how far the Government would go.
It was pot likely a man would be asked
what money he had.

Tre CoLoNIAL SECRETARY : That was
not at all likely.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE supported the
amendment.

Amendment put, and a division tuken

with the following result:—
Avyes
Noes

‘ el
o L =]

Majority for

[ASSEMBLY.)

in Commillee.
ATES, Nozs,
Hon. T. F. O. Brimage Hon, E. M. Clarke
Hon. A. Dempster ‘Hoa, J, D. Connolly
Hon, C. E. Dempater Hon. J. W, Hackett
Hon, Z, Lane Hon, W, Kingamill
Hon, W. T. Loten Hon. B. C. 0'Brien
gon. E’.nl}[aley (Teller).
on. E, Mclarty
Hon. G. Randel]
Hon, J, A, Thomson
Hon, J. W. Wright
(Teller).

Amendment thus pussed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 951 o'clock,
until the next day.

Legislatibe HAssemblp,
Th’ursday, 10th December, 1903.

Quesiion : Alien Labour on public contrncts
Bille: Agriculturul Bank Act Amendment, firat
reading 2661
Aznculmml Lnnd.s Purchage Act Amendment,
third ren 2681
Permanent Reaerves Act Amendment, second
rending, in Committee, progress .
Matropolitan Water ond Seweruge, second
rending ...
Annual Estimates reaumed Iands’ vnbee, Agri
culture (genernl dlscusmon). nlso ltems.
progress .. -

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
2-30 o’clock, p.m.

Paae
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PRAYERS.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the MinisTer For WorEs: By-laws
of the Cuballing Roads Board.
Ordered, to lie on the table.

QUESTION—ALIEN LABOUR ON
PUBLIC CONTRACTS.

Mp. WALLACE asked the Premier:
‘Whether the Government will make it
a condition in ull future contracts for the
public works that no alien labour will he
employed.



